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Minister Steve Thomson
Mr. Norm Macdonald, MLA
Mr. Bill Routley, MLA

Mr. Bob Simpson, MLA

Mr. James Mitchell

Dr. Jane Sterk

Dear Politicians:

| would like to either bring to your attention or remind you of some key recommendations provided in
the 1991 Forest Resources Commission — The future of our forests and subsequently supported by the
Healthy Forests-Healthy Communities: A conversation on BC forests (HFHC) initiative.

Although a number of the Commission recommendations were adopted, Governments failed to act on
issues that remain priorities as identified through the HFHC. These are:

e Lack of “embracing the ethic of enhanced stewardship” through a forest vision

e lLack of adequate forest resources inventories

e Lack of stable, long-term funding for forest stewardship

e Lack of adequate management of BC forests for all values

e lack of legislative requirements for public participation in planning and management of forest
land based activities

The HFHC final report and other HFHC submissions to you have addressed these issues. However, |
would like to provide more emphasis on the lack of stable, long-term funding for forest stewardship.
Dr. Harry Nelson and Mr. Phil Grace, as part of the HFHC dialogue, provided their opinion (i.e.,
Developing a framework for investing in BC forests) on this issue. The authors are of the opinion new
investment models should be investigated and suggested, as examples:

e Public funding models
e Partnership models

e Business models

e |nvestment sources

The Forest Resources Commission recommended Government consider establishing a “Forest Resources
Corporation” that would provide stable, long-term funding for enhanced forest stewardship of lands
with commercial potential and designated for integrated management. The Corporation would have the
following benefits:
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e Sheltering forest management from changes in political administrations and short-term budget
cycles

e Providing management based on sound financial principles and not allocating its resources to
manage non-commercial forest lands - funding for these lands should come out of general
revenue

e Establishing the primary Corporation objective to raise funds for long-term management of the
forests

e Allowing debt financing in cyclical downturns

e Providing financial contributions to the province only after the necessary funding needs for long-
term enhanced stewardship and financial stability have been satisfied

Authors Nelson and Grace and the 1991 Forest Resources Commission are/were of the opinion a new
investment model is needed for the sustainable management of BC forests. Determining the most
desirable approach to maintaining or enhancing the BC forest asset will take time and involve
knowledgeable people within and associated with the forest sector. Establishing a new model over the
next 2-3 years may be optimistic but a process of stakeholder, communities and First Nations dialogue
around moving in this direction is reasonable. Action on this issue is needed now. BC forests cannot
accept another two decades with our heads in the sand!

A few participants in the HFHC dialogue suggested a Royal Commission as an option to address the
concerns over the future of BC forests. However, it is obvious another “Royal Commission” or
Commission of another form is not necessary. We need to learn from the reports and recommendations
already available to us. Let’s not adopt a costly and time consuming initiative. We need to capitalize on
the lessons learned from the 1991 Commission and the knowledge available through academic expertise
and other initiatives involving the public and knowledgeable people. It is time to commit to utilizing
our knowledge on this issue!

Yours truly,
) D /37%

W.W. (Bill) Bourgeois, PhD, RPF
HFHC Coordinator
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