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People want to be rmﬁ.&

In 1990 loggers were being
paid $90 per cubic metre for
‘bush run logs’; today the go-

J..:m rate is $46. Such was an
observation made at a recent
Healthy Forests/Healthy Com-
munities (HFHC) discussion
in Midway community hall
last month.

The meeting, facilitated by
Kaslo forestry consultant John
Cathro, was held to hear com-
ments from local people about
forest and resource manage-
ment.

Cathro said HFHC started
with Bill Bourgeois, a forestry
consultant in Vancouver who
felt that British Columbians
needed to do better on the
forestry file; that forestry and
resource management have
slipped down the agenda pro-
vincially. Bourgeois organized
volunteers around the province
and nine community sessions
are scheduled for the spring
with another 12 being planned
for the fall.

It was reported that a lot of
people in the area feel that they
are not being heard in Victoria
and the forestry offices.

“We need to put more con-
trol of our natural resources
back into the hands of the local

people”
Some commented that

things started going ia_..m lo-
cally when forest districts were
centralized - first the Kettle
Valley office moved to Grand
Forks and then Grand Forks
moved to Castlegar and then
to Nelson. “The decision mak-
ers then moved fafther and far-
ther away,” was one comment.

Changes in forest manage-
ment to increase the value of
the forest through increasing
top sizes, managing the can-
opy and ground cover to help
the forest retain moisture were
suggested.

More small tenures through
woodlots and community for-
ests were suggested.

The log market should be
revised - Cathro rephrased
the comment to be, “The high-
est value tree should go to the
highest value user - rather
than the current system of no
log coming here at any price.”

The need for programs that
will induce younger people to
get into forestry was noted.

There was a call for more
education of the general public
about the planning processes
used by the government and
how the communities can have
input into the decisions being
made.

There was the suggestion
that tenure need to be re-

viewed. Appurtenance is the
requirement that used to be
placed on tenure holders that
fibre would be processed in the
area where it was logged. “So-
cial contracts need to be put
back into tenure”

There was a call to reinstate
the cash award system that
would allow a logger to go into
an area sooner to harvest tim-
ber that may adversely affect
overall forest health. Current
procedure requires a Regis-
tered Professional Forester
(RPF) to sign off on the plan
which means that often small
blocks must wait for problems
to become large enough to
support the financial cost of an
RPE

Those who missed the com-
munity meetings last month
can still have their thoughts
heard.

The HFHC website (http://
beforestconversation.com)  is
open to for comments. Com-
ments from each meeting will
be posted online and social
networking tools such as Fa-
cebook and Twitter will allow
people to be engaged on an on-
going basis.

This fall a report will be pre-
pared that will be used to lobby
government by Bourgeois and
his partner groups.
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wﬂwm_..,mm &%= | Tov TOMATOES

£ & Fresh
39 necTarines §GF
Large Beef Steak Okanagan Grown
._.og>_._.omm ﬁ

n_._mz:_mmm 99
.| &R 2™

POND PLANTS
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Greenhouse Open

We still have herbs,
vegetables, flowers and
bedding plants

= HUMMING BIRD FEEDER

We carry Bone, Blood & Kelp Meal

Ant Killer, Mouse Killer
WE CARRY IT ALL!

& BIRD FEEDER (organic fertilizer) Gaia Green
Products, Alaska Fish Fertilizer,
Ng Q—— Diatomaceous Earth & much more!
Gopher Traps, Ant Traps,| | Greenhouse Clearout!
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Business Hours: MONDAY - SATURDAY 9am - 6pm
SUNDAY 9am - 5pm

4415 Hwy 3

West of Grand Forks

Phone 250-442-2510
Fax 250-442-5384
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