
Dear Mr. Bourgeois: 

Thank you for the letter of April 8, 2012, to the Honourable Pat Bell, Minister of Jobs, Tourism 
and Innovation and to me regarding the Healthy Forest – Healthy Communities; A conversation 
on BC Forests community dialogue sessions, and your request to meet with me.  I will be in 
touch with you in the near future to arrange a meeting. However, I don’t anticipate this taking 
place until late summer. 

In your letter you cautioned against harvesting protected areas—a decision has not been made to 
harvest those areas.  One of the factors related to this decision is whether the protected area 
includes beetle-killed timber and, if so, how that is affecting the function and purpose of the 
protected area.  Dead trees do not necessarily mean that an area is no longer valuable as a 
protected area but it certainly could affect its value. 

In response to requests from municipalities and the forest industry, we have completed analyses 
to show the costs and benefits of harvesting those areas.  We believe that such analyses will 
serve to inform the discussion on whether the forests meant to protect non-timber values could 
be harvested without compromising that protection.  With the analyses completed, British 
Columbians contributed to the discussion by presenting at regional public hearings or by written, 
audio or video submissions to the Special Committee on Timber Supply.  Following this 
consultation, the committee will now recommend ways in which the mid-term timber supply in 
the interior can be increased.  

More information regarding mid-term timber supply can be obtained online at 
http://gww.nro.gov.bc.ca/home/mid_term_timber_supply/index.html or by 
contacting  
Heather Cullen, Project Director of the Resource Operations Division by phone at  
250-565-6107 or by email at Heather.Cullen@gov.bc.ca. 

Thank you again for writing. 

Sincerely, 

  

Steve Thomson 
Minister 

pc:     Honourable Pat Bell, Minister of Jobs, Tourism and Innovation 
        Doug Konkin, Deputy Minister of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations 
        Heather Cullen, Project Director, Mid-Term Timber Supply Project, Ministry of 
                        Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations 
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