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How Our Forests Support Our Province 
 
E. J. Davis, PhD Candidate, Department of Geography, University of BC, researching community impacts of forest 
disturbances.  
 

Abstract 
 
Forests have built and sustained BC’s economy. They are the livelihood of many 
rural communities, and crucial to urban residents. Revenues from the harvest and 
export of forest products provide employment, bolster the gross domestic product 
(GDP), and underpin many of the basic governmental services of the province. 
Forests also are a source of clean water, air, and other ecosystem benefits. BC’s 
future forest vitality requires stewardship from urban and rural communities, and a 
provincial commitment to equitably share the wealth of the forest for the benefit of 
all British Columbians.  

 

Who does BC’s forest industry benefit?  

The province 

Through $10 billion in direct activity and 7.4 percent of total provincial GDP (2006), the forest 
industry has been a major engine of the entire provincial economy. It also contributed 29 percent 
of the province’s goods producing industry GDP, helping support a robust manufacturing sector; 
and 41% of BC’s total export revenues (2006). This bolsters the growth and stability of other 
sectors including technology and services. The province uses its income from forest products to 
pay for health care, social support, and other essential services for all British Columbians.  

In 2006, the industry provided direct employment for 81,000, and direct and indirect 
employment for 270,000 British Columbians, or14 percent of the provincial workforce. These 
jobs are high wage and have increasingly become high-skill through the mechanization and 
computerization of the industry. They support families, rural businesses, and communities.  

Rural and First Nations communities 

39 of BC’s 63 non-metropolitan areas rely primarily on the forest industry for personal and 
municipal income. Many of these areas are rural and remote. First Nations tenures, wood 
products and bioenergy businesses, and forest management capacities have steadily increased. 
For First Nations across the province, the industry offers employment, economic vitality, and 
opportunities for local control of forest resources.  
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Metropolitan areas 

From 1991 to 2001, metropolitan areas were responsible for $9.8 billion (28%) of BC’s annual 
international exports. Non-metropolitan areas originated $24 billion (71%).  In 2001, BC’s 
northern region contributed 321% more per capita in export value than the Lower Mainland. Yet 
metropolitan areas have commanded increasing shares of government services, while health, 
education, and social service resources for rural regions have steadily decreased.  

Canada 

BC is responsible for more than 20% of Canada’s annual softwood lumber production, and forest 
products are a major export in the national economy.  

How can we support BC’s future forest? 

Since the worldwide recession of 2008, there has been a 25-to-30 percent decline in BC’s forest 
industry. The industry has also battled increased supply and wood quality issues as a result of 
mountain pine beetle management. In turn, stumpage contributions, corporate taxes to the 
province and municipalities, export taxes, and income taxes to the government have waned.  

This does not indicate a lessening of the industry’s significance. Rather, it highlights the need to 
more carefully manage one of our province’s primary resources, and increase the forest 
industry’s resilience to economic and ecological shocks. Policies and investments that do so will 
also indirectly support growth in metropolitan areas, service, technology, and other sectors.  

BC’s future forest will remain of utmost importance to urban and rural residents alike. It will 
continue to provide a broad base of revenue on which metropolitan areas rely, as well as 
recreation, tourism, and provision of ecosystem services. Urban dwellers should be conscious of 
their extensive dependence on the forest, and support sustainable forest stewardship to ensure the 
continued flow of its benefits. Rural communities are stewards of the forest, yet reap a 
disproportionately smaller portion of these benefits. The province should extend a greater share 
of forest industry revenue to aid rural BC in meeting its socioeconomic needs. With awareness of 
the inter-reliance of our forests and cities, we can support BC’s economic recovery and future 
vitality.  
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