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In 2009 and through 2010 a growing concern was voiced among professional foresters and biologists, 
conservationists, academics, community leaders, forest industry support companies and First Nations 
that British Columbia (BC) forests are in need of greater attention to meet societal expectations over the 
long-term.  These gave rise to ideas regarding beginning a number of initiatives.  In evaluating these it 
was clear there needed to be a focus on forest management which was not otherwise included.  This 
generated the Healthy Forests-Healthy Communities: A conversation on BC forests (HFHC) initiative.   

The non-partisan, volunteer-supported HFHC initiative began in January 2011 to catalyze dialogue with 
natural resource experts and local communities (including members of the forestry profession, 
Aboriginals and non-Aboriginals, community advocates, conservationists, youth and concerned 
citizens).  The purpose was to provide an opportunity for communities and concerned citizens to inform 
decision-makers of their views and concerns regarding management of BC forests and identify areas for 
improving long-term sustainable management to achieve the provincial, community and family goals of 
ensuring healthy forests and healthy communities for a brighter BC future.  The initiative objectives 
were: 

• To inform decision-makers on communities’ vision for BC forest lands, including local or regional 
perspectives and issues 

• To raise the profile of forest management through dialogue and debate regarding delivery of 
community needs from forest lands over the long-term 

The process includes three components: 1) securing background information from experts in the field, 2) 
holding Community Dialogue Sessions to acquire community views and suggestions, and 3) providing a 
website and social media mechanisms to share information and enhance public dialogue.  The dialogue 
was guided by a draft forest lands vision which could be modified at regional levels to reflect local 
conditions or emphases identified through community discussions. 

The 20 Community Dialogue Sessions conducted in 2011 identified six priority community wants or 
needs: 

• More influence on local forest lands 

• More information on the status of local forest lands 

• More diverse economic development opportunities from forest lands 

• More sustainable integrated resource management 

• Better monitoring and assessment of forest lands management 

• A high level of stewardship on private forest lands 
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The 2011 accomplishments include: 
• Confirmation of 14 partners including academic institutions, conservation organizations, a forest 

professional organization, local government and a community foundation 
• An established and frequently updated a website (http://bcforestconversation.com) that posts 

contributions and overview analyses 
• An establishment of an organizational structure based on a volunteer foundation  
• Recruitment of over 150 volunteers across BC to assist in various aspects of implementing the 

HFHC 
• A draft provincial forest lands vision as a basis for the dialogue 
• Completion of 28 Background Brief papers by experts on key aspects of forest management 
• Completion of 18 Community Dialogue Sessions (CDS) in communities in all regions of the 

Province 
• Completion of 2 workshops addressing, in more detail, priority issues identified through the 

Community Dialogue Sessions and analyses of the Background Briefs 
• Publishing of a 2011 Activities Report on the results from the experts’ papers, the  Community 

Dialogue Sessions and other inputs from concerned citizens (planned for distribution in early 
January) 

• Holding meetings with political decision-makers to update them on the status and results of the 
HFHC 

As in the case of all HFHC contributions, the 2011 Activities Report will be posted on the HFHC website 
and distributed to key decision-makers (e.g., politicians, forest industry representatives, influencers) 
with encouragement to act on the recommendations.   

In discussions with politicians, more specific recommendations are desired than what has been received 
through the 2011 activities.  This has generated a 2012 activities plan designed to build on the results 
from 2011.  The objectives will include continuing to build momentum regarding support for BC forest 
management with a focus on community capacity building and involvement and building on current 
initiatives of resource ministries that meet community needs.   

The more detailed recommendations and community actions that are practical, realistic and innovative 
will be acquired from communities and concerned citizens through: 1) 12 1-day workshops held within 
six (6) BC academic institutions to obtain views from concerned citizens, experts and senior 
implementation people regarding the specific changes to forest management decisions; 2) 15 1-day 
community workshops as a basis for community dialogue regarding community recommendations on 
the specific changes; 3) reports based on the dialogue from all the workshops and summarized into a 
final report; 4) 30 communications sessions talking about the 2011 - 2012 dialogue recommendations to 
inform decision-makers, decision-maker influencers, communities and concerned citizens and to 
encourage further dialogue. 
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