
Hi Bill, 
 
I was distressed to see this quote in the Globe and Mail: 

Mr. Bourgeois added that even if all the protected areas were raided, it would not head off the 
closing of mills, it would only delay the inevitable for three to six months. 

“Like it’s imminent,” he said of mill shutdowns. In Quesnel alone, he predicted five of seven 
mills will close within a few years. 

While there is no doubt that we will be substantially and negatively affected by MPB, there are many 
factors that will affect the viability of mills going forward.   
The most recent Mid-Term Supply Report (attached) provides at least some hope, that a majority of our 
local mills may continue to operate for some time:  
 
“During the period 2001 to 2010, the average harvest was 3.5 million m3/year. 
 
The reference timber supply forecast prepared for this project accounted for all existing land-use 
decisions, applied all non-timber value constraints, focused harvest in pine-leading stands and assumed 
that pine had economic value for 20 years after death. If no distance constraints are applied, the 
forecast shows that a harvest of 4 million cubic metres per year can be maintained for 9 years.  After this 
time, the harvest decreases to 3.6 million cubic metres per year for 5 years.  By 2024 the harvest drops 
to 1.15 million cubic metres per year and remains at that level for 46 years. 
 
While I agree with the principle of protecting the forest resource, it is not healthy for our community to 
be led into a state of panic when industry experts forecast the imminent failure of our economy.  
Statements such as these cause banks to stop lending, businesses to stop investing and people to leave 
the community.  I am not asking that we be Polly-Anna, just that we take a measured and informed 
approach to communications. 
 
Greg Lawrence, General Manager 
Community Futures 
North Cariboo 
 

                 


