
Editor's Notebook
Our Forests Need Your Suppoft - NOW!
Guest Editorial - Frances Vuse

\ [ /elcome to the Intemational Year of Forestq 201L, de-
Y Y clared by the U N General Assembly, and ratified by

the Canadian Govemment. The Declaration urges those who
have signed to "raise awareness at all levels to strengthen
the sustainable management, conservation and sustainable
development of all types of forests for the benefit of current
and future generations". 1

I wonder if the BC Govemment, as steward of our 55 mil-
lion hectares of public forestg has paid any attention to the
Declaration? Over the past ten years they have handed man-
agement of our public forests over to private companies, and
taken draconian measures to almost completely iemove the
BC Forest Service from govemment operations.

After years of deregulating forest practices, decimating
forest research capabilites, and ignoring public processes
related to forest and land use issues, in October, 2010 Pre-
mier Campbell announced the reorganization of the "dirt"
ministries. Forests are no longer a government priority: trees,
like water, wildlife and fish, have become "resources", not
elements of a thriving ecological community. This April, a
third reorganization created the present Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations.

To add to the problems for forests in the future, there has
also been a systematic cut back in forest inventory. If you don't
know what's in our forests, how can you be prepared to make
sound management decisions? The loss of research capabili-
ties for both short-term and long-term research installations
adds to the growing dilemma of how future foresters will
manage our forests in a changing climate.

Many BCN members were involved in the development of
Commission on Resources and Environment (CORE) plans
or Land and Resource Management Plans (LRMPs) in the
1990s. None of the CORE plans ever became legally binding;
most of the LRMPs were, but usually for only 10 years. br
January 2011 the Forest Practices Board revie*ed the status
of 26 LRMP documents and found that 17 of the 26 plans
would have lapsed by March 2011. Which means that7l% of
the province has no guiding strategy for land use. 2

Exceptional events over the past five years have put untold
pressures, on the forests of our province. The devastating
impact of the mountain pine beetle has led to enormoui
clearcuts created by the widespread salvaging of the dead
trees before timber quality was lost. Huge forest fires over
large areas of the dry interior in the past few years have
added to mature forest loss. And scientists are now telling us
that past reforestation efforts have failed: many plantatibns
have been attacked by insects and diseases and have become"Not satisfactorily restocked".

On top of the problem with dated and ignored LRMPs is the
superimposition, in the years since those plans were adopted
by govemment, of a myriad of other activities on the land-
scape: oil and gas licenceg coal mining licenceg wind tur-
bines, run-of-river power developments; and rights of way
for these various activities. Added to this is the devastation

wreaked by the mountain pine beetle and huge forest fires
over vast areas of the province.

Where is the effort tb address the cumulative effects of all
these developments on our once-vibrant forests? Does any-
one in Cabinet really understand the urgency of the problem?
and do any of their colleagues in the present govemment
care? I urge everyone to take action to make our govemment
aware of their responsibilities so clearly expressed by the UN
Intemational Year of Forests.

Want to find out more about the state of our forests? Go
to the new Healthy Forests - Healthy Communities website:
http://bcforestconversation.com/ @

Frances Vyse is a former President of FBCN, a former Chair of the
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tices Board and long-time member of the Kamloops TSA Sustain-
able Eorest Management Plan Committee.
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