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BACKGROUND BRIEFS 

 

With a view to providing the most up-to-date knowledge on the state of British Columbia’s natural 
resources, BC leaders have prepared assessments of the forest’s ability to achieve a desired future forest 
lands vision.  The Background Briefs are intended to provide concerned citizens with expert information 
and opinion to inform the community dialogue and debate. 

1. Positioning BC 
Extensive communications over the years has been delivered by Government, industry, 
professional associations, etc regarding BC’s forests being managed sustainably.  Two leading 
academics in this field have raised questions and challenges regarding support for these 
statements.  These Briefs are intended to provide the foundation for evaluating our current 
status and what is needed to guide forest management into the future.  Two Briefs are 
presented. 

2. Resources Inventories 
Information on the status of forest lands resources is critical for management decision making.  
“How can a professional manage a resource without knowing its status?”  Background Briefs on 
the methodologies used in BC for a range of resources, the status of the inventories and the 
challenges going forward to achieve the forest lands vision are commented upon by leaders in 
the resource management fields.  These Briefs are intended to provide base information for 
interested parties participating in the dialogue and debate.  Six Briefs are presented. 

3. Resources Management 
The state and challenges of management in a range of resources is presented by leaders in each 
of the fields.  This is not an exclusive list but intended to provide expert opinion on what is 
needed to move towards the draft vision for BC forest lands. Nine Briefs are presented. 

4. Forest Lands Research  
Forest lands research is critical to identifying and filling the knowledge gaps required to adjust to 
external influences such as climate change and achieve the forest lands vision for BC.  Three 
eminent BC researchers have outlined their views on the current state of research in BC and the 
challenges ahead.  This Brief is intended to inform non-scientific parties of the state and 
importance of forest lands research in meeting the needs of communities and families.  One 
Brief is presented. 
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5. Community Diversification and Sustainability 
Moving towards community diversification and sustainability has many components.  A number 
of BC leaders, in related fields, have presented their views on the status and challenges of some 
of the components associated with BC forest lands.  The Briefs are intended to stimulate 
dialogue and debate regarding what is required to meet the vision for the communities and 
families.  Six Briefs are presented. 

6. Governance 
Achievement of the forest lands vision requires complementary legislation, regulations and 
policies.  An environmental lawyer provides his views on what is needed to move towards the 
forest lands vision.  Also, three experienced professionals have outlined mechanisms to guide in 
decision making and the management of forest lands.  These Briefs are intended to simulate 
dialogue and debate regarding the need for supporting instruments to help in move towards the 
forest lands vision. Two Briefs are presented. 
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