
Dear Minister Thomson,  
 
I am writing to ask you to involve yourself with the issue of logging reserve 
forests in the central Interior and to challenge Minister Pat Bell's devious ploy 
to disguise the initiative as protecting jobs when in fact it will lead to the 
inevitable destruction of existing sawmilling jobs as well as to the loss of 
potential new jobs that might have been created through economic 
diversification by implementing the strategies developed by the Beetle Action 
Coalitions.  
 
In a very ill-considered and ill-advised move, Minister Pat Bell and MLA John 
Rustad are trying to snowball the Cabinet into approving the logging of 
reserves.  All reserves have a rationale.  I believe that they might be 
 contemplating a new Act to achieve their ends.  The public service is 
adamantly against the increasing of the timber harvesting land base by 
allowing the logging of reserves  -- and for good reason.   
 
British Columbia's reputation in international markets for sound forest 
practices has largely been based on its protection of non-timber values, which 
started in the 1970's with the Environmentally Sensitive Areas inventory 
program.  With the introduction of the 1978 Forest Act and the Ministry of 
Forests and Range Act, government entrenched in law a policy to manage 
public forests for multiple values such as water, soil, wildlife, fisheries, 
biodiversity, recreation, grasslands, cultural heritage, resource features and 
visual quality.  More recently, in  the last decade, this government replaced 
the Forest Practices Code Act with the Forest and Range Practices 
Act (FRPA) in which each of these ten non-timber values have been 
entrenched in law as specific government objectives.    
 
This prudence and conservatism has paid off handsomely over the years. 
 Without it the provincial government would have been unable to resolve the 
War of the Woods in the 1980's, have maintained market share in the 1990's, 
and have been able to enable third-party forest certification of over 53 million 
hectares (96 per cent) of B.C.'s forestland by 2010. All these successes have 
relied upon the protection of non-timber forest values, local land-use planning, 
and the involvement of First Nations' groups and forest-dependant 
communities.  
 
More recently the citizen-led initiative called Healthy Forests and Healthy 
Communities: A Conversation about B.C.'s Forests has held Community 



Dialogue Session in 20 communities across British Columbia.  From these 
sessions a strong consensus emerged:  

1. Communities want more influence on decisions regarding management 
of local forests; and,  

2. Communities want more diverse economic development opportunities 
from forest lands.  (Source: HFHC) 

Minister Pat Bell and MLA John Rustad stand to put all these successes at 
risk by imposing, without community input, changes in land use to address a 
timber supply shortage and to forestall impending sawmill closures for a 
matter of months until after the next provincial election after which the house 
of cards will collapse. The government has itself predicted this falldown in 
timber supply for a decade ever since it accelerated the rate of cut in 
those timber supply areas worst affected by the Mountain Pine Beetle to 
remove dead pine.   
 
That is why the federal and provincial governments spent a lot of money on 
the three Beetle Action Coalitions: The Omineca Beetle Action Coalition 
(OBAC); The Cariboo-Chilcotin Beetle Action Coalition (CCBAC); and The 
Southern Interior Beetle Action Coalition (SIBAC).  These coalitions have all 
developed strategies to diversify local economies once the dead pine that is 
economic and feasible to harvest is exhausted.  Once again communities 
have stated that they want assistance to diversify their economies.  
 
Instead of following the advice of the Beetle Action Coalitions and the wishes 
of communities to diversify local economies and to create different jobs, Pat 
Bell choses the one solution that will temporarily relieve the inevitable collapse 
of many sawmills throughout the central Interior but also will make worse the 
predicament of those communities by destroying the natural capital in reserve 
forests that would allow for and embolden economic diversity for their long-
term sustainability as well as the sustainability of the local forests on which 
they depend.  Such a move might well place forest certification at risk and 
consequently the Japanese and European markets. The timber in forest 
reserves is negligible and would only sustain sawmills for a matter of months.  
 
To allow the logging of reserve forests, many of which protect multiple non-
forest economic and ecological values, is foolhardy and wrong.  In closing I 
ask that you read Mark Hume's recent column in the Globe and Mail and two 
letters from Dr. Fred Bunnell and Dr. Bill Bourgeois, which I am attaching to 
this email: 



 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/british-columbia/mark-
hume/politics-trumps-reason-as-bc-eyes-bid-to-raid-protected-
forests/article2388741/ 
 
Dr. Fred Bunnell is a world-renowned conservation biologist who pioneered 
work on biodiversity in B.C as a professor with the Faculty of Forestry at UBC. 
 Fred has advised and consulted on biodiversity all over the world.    
 
Dr. Bill Bourgeois is a former general manage of MacMillan Bloedel, vice 
president of Lignum Ltd. and of Riverside Forest Products.  Bill was also an 
Associate with the Commission on Resources and Environment.  Bill initiated 
Healthy Forests Healthy Communities: A Conversation on B.C.'s Forests 
through which he has conducted Community Dialogue Sessions in 20 
communities across B.C. The ongoing work of HFHC is to be found on its web 
site at: 
http://bcforestconversation.com/  
 
In closing, I ask that you and your colleagues in Cabinet vigorously to oppose 
Minister Pat Bell's initiative to log protected forest reserves.  Thank you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Anthony Britneff 
Twitter: @AnthonyBritneff 
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